
Evening Advertiser Friday, March 4, 200530

MEMORIES If you have any memories that you would like to share or anything you would like us to feature, ring Tom Morton on 01793 501821 or email
tmorton@newswilts.co.uk . You can also write to him at Remember When, Evening Advertiser, 100 Victoria Road, Swindon SN1 3BE

when...REMEMBER

Women onthis dayON

1955: Christian Dior’s new A-line skirt
was displayed at the Goddard Arms in
Old Town during a meeting of the
Swindon Goddard Townswomen’s
Guild.
1980: A mystery company said it would
be building a massive nine-acre building
in Westlea Down, and would employ
368 people.
1995: Flt Lt John Smith of Wootton
Bassett retired after 42 years’ active
service in the RAF. He was one of the
few officers to be allowed a handlebar
moustache – normally they were
banned because they got in the way of
oxygen and gas masks.
2004: Parents were offered the chance
to bridge the generation gap as a
course called Coping with Teenagers
started, run by the Children’s
Information Service.

1461: Henry VI was deposed.
1861: Abraham Lincoln was sworn in as
the 16th American President.
1882: Britain’s first electric trams came
into operation in Leytonstone, London.
1924: Happy Birthday To You was
published for the first time.
1962: Malta became independent.
1968: Tennis authorities voted to admit
professional players to Wimbledon. It
was previously only open to amateur
players.
1975: Charlie Chaplin, pictured, was
knighted.
1997: A businessman dropped three
tons of manure on Tory minister
Douglas Hogg’s driveway in protest at
the BSE crisis.
1999: German skin experts claimed

bald men were
brainier.
2001: A bomb
exploded outside
BBC TV Centre
in London.
2002:
Firefighters in
Stockholm were
called to rescue
a man who got
stuck in a rubbish

chute while looking for a jumper. He
was dismayed when his wife threw it out
and squeezed into the chute to look for
it.

Around Swindon...

Around the world...

1678: Antonio Vivaldi – Italian composer.
1923: Patrick Moore – astronomer,
broadcaster and xylophone player.
1948: Shakin’ Stevens –
singer/songwriter.
1951: Kenny Dalglish – football manager
and former player.
1951: Chris Rea – singer. Born in

Middlesbrough into
an ice cream
dynasty.
1968: Patsy Kensit,
pictured – British
actress and former
wife of Liam
Gallagher, Jim Kerr
and Dan Donovan.
1999: Brooklyn
Joseph Beckham –
first son of Victoria
and David Beckham.

First breath...

1470: Thomas Malory – English writer.
1994: John Candy – overweight
American actor who starred in Uncle
Buck and Planes, Trains and
Automobiles. Died age 44 from a heart
attack.

Last breath...

Writer to tell
females on

WHEN you think of the railway
works in Swindon the first image
that comes to mind is that of sweat-
ing, coal and oil-covered men.

But Helena Wojtczak is trying to
show a different face of the indus-
try that put Swindon on the world
map.

For 16 years, she has been work-
ing on a book about women em-
ployed on the railways.

“There were thousands of women
who have worked there over the
years,” she said.

“They were employed in the
workshops during the Second
World War, they painted the wag-
ons, did French polishing and pan-
elling; they worked in canteens,
laundries and offices.

“Unfortunately, there aren’t any
records of the railways and much
of the information isn’t available.”

Helena, 46, of St Leonards in
Sussex started her research for the
book when still working at
Southern Railways herself.

In 1997, after a 20-year career
working for the railways, her com-
pany was closed down.

“Now, I have enough time to
work on the book and at the mo-
ment I’m working crazily because
I’m determined to finish it in sum-
mer.

“I have a great personal interest
in the topic,” she said.

She is interested to learn about
women working in all areas of the
industry, and has sent out an ap-
peal via the Adver to see if anyone
can help in Swindon.

As the former centre of the rail-
ways, it could prove a valuable
source of stories about the Great
Western Railway.

“I’m especially interested in
women who worked on  the rail-
ways during the Second World War
and I still need contemporary wit-
nesses from this period,” she said.

Barbara Carter, of Old Town,
may be able to help. Both her aunts,
Freda and Irene Dening, worked at
the GWR during the first half of
the last century.

Freda joined in 1911 and Irene,
three years later.

“I know my elder aunt Freda was
in charge of the typists’ office and

ANOTHER tale of women on the
railways comes from Doreen
Stevens, of Wroughton.

When the Second World War
started Doreen (nee Spackman) was
in domestic service in Berkshire.

As that was not a reserved
occupation she had to find war
work or enter the Forces.

Someone told her they needed a
woman porter at Steventon Station,

so she got a job on the railways.
A few months later, her friend

Thelma Durnford joined her.
“That was the start of some of the

happiest days of our lives,” said
Doreen.

She worked on the railway from
1941 to 1949.

“We did the same jobs as the
men except for sheeting the
wagons.

“We loaded grain and other
things into the trucks and unloaded
goods for RAF Harwell (now the
power station).

“During daytime and harvest we
took it in turns to man a farm
crossing box, Berrycroft, about a
mile down the line from the railway
station.

“Once I was asked to take my
uncle’s turn in the Causeway

Crossing Box at Steventon to
enable him to take his annual leave,
as there was no relief man
available.

“This gave me a taste for the
signal box, so when the District
Inspector asked if I would take a
post as signal woman, I jumped at
the chance and went to
Collingbourne.

“It was good to be near home

‘We did the same jobs as the
FRIENDS Doreen Spackman and Thelma Durnford during their days on the railways


